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Dear  Members, 

This  Pre-ANA  Convention  edition 
marks  the  last  of  our  quarterly  printed 
periodical  format  of  the  Brasher  Bulletin 
(thanks  to  all  for  your  patience).  As 
explained  in  the  accompanying  letter, 
we  are  moving  on  to  a more  modern  and 
cost  effective  approach  to  delivering 
articles  and  information  via  a periodic 
email  newsletter.  Thank  you  again 
for  returning  the  survey  we  sent  out  on  this  topic;  your  feedback  was 
essential  in  making  the  decision.  While  we  acknowledge  that  the  new 
e-newsletter  isn't  the  favorite  choice  of  a few  members,  it  was  a majority 
vote  and  we  are  making  changes  that  are  aligned  with  the  preference  of 
most  members.  We  will  continue  with  a printed  post-ANA  Convention 
issue  annually,  which  will  allow  us  to  keep  membership  dues  steady.  So 
this  last  quarterly  issue  marks  new  beginnings. 


S.p.p.N- 

President 

Donald  H.  Kagin 

Vice  President 

Cherie  Schoeps 

Treasurer 

Caressa  Suarez 


With  that  said,  we  have  an  outstanding  lineup  of  material  to  present. 
Our  first  article  on  the  Three  Coin’s  Winery  shares  the  story  of  wine  and 
coins,  an  excellent  pair,  to  be  sure.  It  is  written  by  new  contributor  Jessica 
Kagin.  Our  feature  article  discusses  the  enigmatic  pioneer  patterns  of  the 
Mitchelson  Collection  housed  at  the  Connecticut  State  Library.  These 
pieces  have  been  the  source  of  some  confusion  in  the  past  and  this  article 
puts  any  questions  of  their  origins  to  rest. 

The  Pioneer  Spotlight  is  on  California  Assayer  Winslow  J.  Howard  and 
comes  to  us  from  Dan  Owens,  a regular  contributor.  The  story  is  very 
thorough  and  is  separated  into  Part  I & II,  the  latter  to  be  issued  in  our  first 
e-ncwsletter,  coming  this  fall. 


Secretary 

Caressa  Suarez 


Brasher  • Bulletin 


We  round  out  these  articles  with  a book  review  on  Karl  Moulton’s  epic  work 
on  John  J.  Ford  and  the  Franklin  Hoard.  In  the  review,  I discuss  the  book’s 
contents  and  reflect  on  the  information  it  provides.  Not  coincidentally, 
Mr.  Moulton  will  be  our  keynote  speaker  at  this  year’s  SPPN  meeting  at 
the  ANA  in  Chicago.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  our  standard  date  and 
time,  Saturday  at  11AM  in  Room  4 at  the  same  conference  center  where 
the  show  is  located.  I hope  to  sec  all  of  you  there  for  Karl’s  presentation, 
as  well  as  a discussion  of  the  Pioneer  Gold  Forum’s  most  recent  analysis 
on  pioneer  gold  ingots  that  will  follow. 

In  closing  I want  to  give  our  association’s,  our  company’s,  and  my  deep 
personal  condolences  to  the  family  of  life  time  member  and  SPPN's  first 
recipient  of  the  Pioneer  of  the  year  award,  Jack  Tothcroh.  For  many  years 
The  Brasher  Bulletin  featured  Jack’s  features  on  Cal  Gold  Fractional 
Coinage  and  their  auction  records.  Jack  was  a warm  and  lovely  man  who 
freely  shared  his  vast  knowledge  of  his  favorite  field.  Jack,  thank  you  for 
all  you  have  done  for  this  field;  you  will  be  profoundly  missed. 


Editor  in  Chief 

Donald  H.  Kagin 

Assistant  Editor 

Lena  Taylor 

Layout  & Design 

Amanda  Kreklau-Pipkin 

Distribution  Manager 

Caressa  Suarez 
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Three  Coins  Wines 

by  Jessica  Kagin 


Nestled  near  Calistoga,  California  is  gold-medal  winning  Three  Coins  Wines.  Betsy  Lawer,  a third-generation  banker,  cre- 
ated Three  Coins  Wine  back  in  1995.  It  was  created  with  the  help  of  her  husband  and  daughter  - and  it  is  a true  family-run 
business. 


The  story  of  how  her  label  came  to  be  traces  back  to  Betsy’s  hometown  in  Alaska.  Her  father  always  had  a passion  for  gold 
mining,  and  one  day  he  decided  to  trek  up  Mt.  McKinley  with  his  two  daughters  in  tow  in  search  for  gold.  His  method  in 
teaching  the  girls  was  rather  unique:  Betsy  recalls  that  every  time  her  father  made  it  to  the  top  of  the  mine  shaft,  he  would 
take  three  coins.  He  would  write  down  the  year  each  was  minted  and  throw  them  down  the  shaft.  This  way,  if  one  of  them 
was  missing,  the  girls  couldn’t  replace  it!  Well,  it  didn’t  take  long  for  the  girls  to  realize  why  he  did  this.  In  hydraulic  min- 
ing, high-pressure  jets  of  water  are  used  to  dislodge  rock  material  or  move  sediment.  If  the  pressure  of  water  going  through 
the  hose  (also  known  as  the  Giant)  is  too  high,  gold  can  slip  and  get  lost  through  the  canvas  with  the  soft  gravel. 

To  Betsy,  the  three  coins  of  her  father’s  represented  quality  control.  It  is  with  that  in  mind  that  she  titled  her  new  wine  ven- 
ture “Three  Coins  Wines.”  Quality  control  is  definitely  measured  in  her  business.  Betsy  and  her  husband  start  their  process 
by  hand-picking  the  finest  Napa  Valley  grapes.  They  then  have  their  winemaker,  Larry  Levin,  continue  the  process  over  at 
The  Ranch  with  a highly  skilled  staff  to  make  the  extraordinary  wine  Three  Coins  is  today. 

Now,  Three  Coins  Wines  has  two  gold  medals  for  their  Cabernet,  and  several  gold  medals  for  their  Syrah,  Petite  Syrah,  and 
Viognier.  They  are  doing  so  well  that  Betsy  is  excited  to  introduce  their  Chardonnay  to  fans  within  two  years  time. 

With  a passion  for  excellence,  a fond  remembrance  and  honor  of  the  past,  and  their  father  who  blessed  them  with  an  array  of 
memories  from  his  coins  to  the  kitchen  table,  Betsy  and  her  family  cherish  another  collection  in  their  family  - the  collection 
of  coins  and  now,  enjoyable  wines. 

For  more  information  on  Three  Coins  Wines,  please  visit  their  website  at  www.threecoinswines.com. 
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Featuring  a coveted  piece  of  Pioneer  Numismatics  we  are  crazy  about!  Send  us  yours  to  be  featured  in  future 
Coin  Crush  installments  to  lena@kagins.com. 


1851  $5  SAN  FRANCISCO  STANDARD  MINT 

(KAGIN-1)  NGC  MS-61 


These  nickel  alloy  patterns  are  assumed  to  have  been  issued  in  Birmingham, 
England  in  1851.  They  were  probably  made  by  an  English  company  as  pro- 
posed general  coinage  for  San  Francisco.  The  engraver’s  initials,  W.J.T., 
are  thought  to  stand  for  British  engraver  William  J.  Taylor.  Very  similar  to 
the  San  Francisco  State  of  California  issues,  this  coin  is  only  known  in  this 
denomination  and  alloy.  All  four  known  specimens  are  struck  from  rusted 
dies,  which  could  mean  the  dies  were  laid  away  for  a dozen  years  or  a bit 
corroded  before  they  were  used.  Long  part  of  pioneer  gold  collections,  this 
coin’s  pedigree  can  be  traced  to  over  140  years  ago! 
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PIONEER  SPOTLIGHT 


Winslow  J.  Howard 


Like  Many  Old  Timers  He  Had  Seen  Better  Days 

by  Dan  Owens 


For  an  all  too  brief  period  of  time  in  my  life  growing  up 
in  California,  one  of  my  favorite  things  to  do  was  to  visit 
Mary’s  Rock  Shop.  The  hand  painted  letters  on  the  stucco 
wall  bore  the  name  of  the  frail  old  woman  who  ran  the 
place. 

Mary  still  had  a smile  on  her  face  and  a gleam  in  her  eye 
when  she  was  asked  about  the  origin  of  the  treasures  on 
her  shelves  or  her  prized  possessions  beneath  the  dusty 
display  case  at  the  front  of  her  shop.  She  was  a true  collec- 
tor at  heart  and  a passionate  storyteller  to  the  end. 

Winslow  J.  Howard  was  cast  from  the  same  mold.  He  was 
a rock  hound,  fossil  hunter,  assayer,  jeweler,  watchmak- 
er, entomologist,  naturalist,  and  coin  collector  who  spent 
many  years  roaming  the  West.  Howard  was  most  notably 
in  New  Mexico,  Colorado,  and  Arizona  collecting  what- 
ever came  his  way. 

His  magnificent  coin  collection  was  sold  in  the  I 880s,  and 
contained  a number  of  Colorado  Gold  Rush  rarities,  in- 


cluding pieces  from  Clark,  Gruber  & Co.,  John  Parsons  & 
Co.,  and  a Denver  City  Assay  Office  copper  pattern  piece, 
but  strangely  nothing  from  J.J.  Conway  & Co.’s  1861 
mint  at  Georgia  Gulch. 

I first  came  across  Howard's  name  in  the  Colorado  news- 
papers while  searching  for  the  history  of  the  elusive  Colo- 
rado Territorial  coiner  J.J.  Conway.  Colorado  gold  expert 
and  author  Dr.  Larry  Lee  would  later  tell  me  that  he  be- 
lieved Howard  had  engraved  the  dies  used  to  strike  some 
of  the  known  Denver  City  Assay  Office  pattern  pieces  in 
1 860  Denver. 

Lee,  along  with  New  Mexico  State  Park’s  naturalist  and 
author  Steven  Cary,  challenged  me  to  find  Howard's  com- 
plete history.  Cary  had  already  published  one  solidly  re- 
searched article  on  Howard  and  was  working  on  a new 
updated  article  subsequently  published  in  2010,  and  thus 
was  interested  in  locating  the  missing  pieces  to  Winslow’s 
life  story. 


Denver  City  Assay  Office  $5  Pattern  Token 
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The  following  saga  is  Winslow  J.  Howard’s  history  as  a 
Western  assayer  and  jeweler.  Winslow  was  born  in  New 
Hampshire  around  1827  or  1 828. 1 He  went  to  work  and 
received  professional  training  at  one  of  the  most  celebrat- 
ed establishments  in  America,  Tiffany  & Co.  of  New  York 
City.2  This  experience  would  become  the  hallmark  on 
Howard’s  calling  card  whenever  he  advertised  his  serv- 
ices. 

In  the  summer  of  1 858.  Winslow  must  have  read  the  head- 
lines of  another  El  Dorado  in  the  West.  Somewhere  out 
there  beyond  the  plains  where  Pike’s  Peak  rose  up  was 
another  California  waiting  to  be  conquered. 

In  the  fall,  he  got  his  first  real  taste  of  freedom  when  he  ar- 
rived in  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico  Territory.  Winslow  would 
become  a co-founder  of  the  New  Mexico  Historical  So- 
ciety, and  beyond  his  skills  as  a watchmaker  and  jeweler, 
he  was  a passionate  naturalist  buoyed  by  the  heart  of  a 
collector.3 

Albert  Deane  Richardson,  in  his  famous  work  Beyond 
the  Mississippi,  published  ini 869,  misspelled  Howard's 
name  in  an  1859  portrayal  of  the  jeweler: 

In  the  establishment  of  William  J.  Howard,  a Santa  Fe 
jeweler.  I found  a long  necklace  of  the  first  joints  of  hu- 
man fingers,  collected  by  the  Utes  from  Apaches  killed  in 
war;  and  another  horrid  trophy  in  the  form  of  an  Indian 
scalp  with  coarse  black  hair  two  feet  long.  Among  the  liv- 
ing wonders  were  cat-fish  with  well  defined  legs,  curious 
lizards,  homed  frogs  and  a venerable  owl  which  subsisted 
upon  live  mice,  swallowing  them  whole.  There  were  Az- 
tec battle  axes  of  marble,  Comanche  pipes  of  slate,  neck- 
laces of  bear  claws,  drinking  cups  and  cooking  utensils 
of  Aztec  and  Apache  pottery,  bows  and  arrows,  spears, 
shields,  curious  petrifactions  of  wood,  and  specimens  of 
native  lead,  copper,  silver,  amethyst,  alabaster,  quicksilver 
and  gold  - the  last  very  fine  and  beautiful... Mr.  Howard 
collected  his  curiosities  during  a visit  to  the  Zunians,  a 
branch  of  the  Pueblo  Indians  among  the  mountains,  far 
from  any  white  settlers  or  Mexicans... 

In  the  spring  of  1860.  the  continued  news  of  gold  strikes 
in  Colorado  attracted  Howard  like  a moth  to  the  flame  and 
he  rode  into  Denver  - all  5 foot,  1 inch  of  him. 

The  Rocky  Mountain  Weekly  News  on  May  23rd,  I 860, 
noted  that  W.J.  Howard,  the  jeweler  and  watchmaker,  for- 
merly employed  by  Tiffany’s  and  late  of  Santa  Fe,  had 
commenced  business  in  Denver. 


True  to  his  character,  Howard  had  half  a dozen  live  rattle- 
snakes on  display  at  his  jewelry  store  on  the  cast  corner  of 
Larimer  and  F streets.  He  took  great  pleasure  in  showing 
off  his  pets,  as  he  liked  to  call  them,  to  the  local  curiosity 
seekers.4 

Winslow  began  making  custom  jewelry  pieces  from  na- 
tive gold  just  like 

Colorado  pioneer  coiner  J.J.  Conway  did  from  his  shop 
in  Empire,  Colorado  in  1863.  The  August  4th,  1860,  edi- 
tion of  the  New  Hampshire  Statesman  contained  a report 
from  a correspondent  of  the  Boston  Atlas  in  Denver  that 
detailed  the  difficulty  Winslow  was  having  working  with 
some  of  the  native  Colorado  gold. 

The  writer  noted  that: 

...Mr.  W.J.  Howard,  last  from  Santa  Fe,  a native  ofNew- 
Hampshire,  a gentleman  and  naturalist  by  instinct,  and  a 
jeweler  by  education,  is  manufacturing  ’beauty’s  orna- 
ments’ from  Pike’s  Peak  gold.  It  works  admirably,  with 
the  exception  of  a portion  of  that  from  California  Gulch, 
which  is  too  hard  and  brittle.  When  broken  it  has  a crys- 
talline appearance,  one  piece  in  particular  forcibly  re- 
minding the  beholder  of  the  frost  work  on  window  panes, 
though  on  a smaller  scale. 

By  February  of  1861.  he  had  “permanently’’  relocated  his 
jewelry  store  to  Central  City.  However,  in  the  end,  there 
was  nothing  permanent  about  Winslow  Howard’s  resi- 
dency, for  he  was  constantly  on  the  move,  like  the  wind 
across  the  plains,  from  east  to  west  and  west  to  east  and 
back  again.5 

The  Rocky  Mountain  News  on  November  1 6th.  1861.  de- 
tailed Winslow’s  travel  plans: 

Mr.  W.J.  Howard  of  Central  City  is  now  in  Denver  on  his 
way  east.  He  has  with  him  over  eight  hundred  pounds  of 
gold  bearing  specimens,  from  some  hundreds  of  different 
leads  in  the  mountains,  which  he  proposes  exhibiting  in 
New  York,  and  then  in  England,  whither  he  will  go  before 
his  return.  His  cabinet  has  long  been  a great  attraction  at 
Central  City,  and  hundreds  will  regret  its  departure,  but 
the  temporary  loss,  we  have  faith  to  believe,  will  eventu- 
ally result  in  great  gain. 

Before  Winslow  left  for  the  East,  he  engaged  in  one  of 
his  favorite  pastimes  - fossil  hunting  in  the  bottom  of  an 
ancient  seabed  above  the  Platte  River. 
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Baculites. 

Sixteen  miles  from  Denver,  up  the  Platte,  there  is  a re- 
markable deposit  of  fossil  fishes  and  shells,  belonging 
to  a very  early  age  in  the  history  of  our  world.  A day  or 
two  since  we  visited  the  locality,  in  company  with  W.J. 
Howard,  Esq.,  who  has  collected  the  most  complete  cabi- 
net of  curiosities  and  minerals  ever  gathered  together  in 
Colorado.  Procuring  a pick  and  shovel,  we  commenced 
operations  in  a sliding  bank,  about  fifteen  feet  above  the 
water  in  the  river,  and  near  the  surface  of  a bed  of  half 
formed  rock,  resembling  blue  fire  clay.  The  remains  of 
the  fish  were  abundant,  but  most  of  them  so  decomposed 
that  they  could  not  be  preserved.  Occasionally  a large  one 
could  be  found,  a portion  of  which  was  in  a sufficiently 
good  state  of  preservation  to  be  taken  out  whole,  or  in 
sections.  The  whole  bank  is  interspersed  with  the  shells  or 
scales  of  the  fish,  presenting  all  the  hues  and  colors  of  the 
rainbow,  in  the  most  vivid  brilliancy...6 

In  the  Summer  of  1862,  Howard  had  returned  from  his 
East  Coast  sojourn  to  Central  City  with  a new  partner, 
fellow  New  Hampshire  native  Ormond  E.  Colony.  They 
formed  the  partnership  of  Howard  & Colony  manufac- 
turing jewelers  and  watchmakers.7  They  also  sold  fishing 
tackle  and  one  could  imagine  Howard  casting  a fly  in  an 
icy  mountain  stream  for  rising  rainbow  trout.8 

While  Howard  paid  the  bills  with  his  jewelry  work,  he 
was  still  attracted  to  a frontier  type  atmosphere  and  the 
lure  of  striking  it  rich  in  the  Territory.  The  Tri-Weekly 
Miner's  Register  on  August  29th,  1 862  reported: 

Gulch  Lode. 

A new  lode  which  prospects  exceedingly  rich,  has  just 
been  found  in  Gregory  Gulch,  just  opposite  the  Wash- 
ington Bakery.  Several  claims  have  been  taken  and  sold 
at  very  low  prices.  Our  friend  Howard,  of  the  firm  of 
Howard  & Colony,  purchased  claim  No.  1,  and  is  con- 
vinced from  the  appearance  of  the  ore  that  it  will  prove 
as  rich,  if  not  richer  than  the  Gregory  Extension,  which  it 
closely  resembles. 

In  1864,  Howard  & Colony's  business  was  booming  and 
they  moved  their  jewelry  store  to  the  building  formerly 
occupied  as  the  Astor  House.  They  also  expanded  their 
operations  by  hiring  several  craftsmen  from  the  East.9 

By  1865,  Howard  began  to  turn  his  attention  back  to 
his  home  state  of  New  Hampshire.  In  May,  Marston  & 
Atchison  replaced  Howard  & Colony  and  Winslow  ar- 
rived back  in  New  York  in  August  via  Butterfield’s  Over- 


land Stage  Co.10  Howard  married  Abbie  Stratton  in  Octo- 
ber at  Swanzey,  New  Hampshire  and  they  would  go  on  to 
have  a long  distance  marriage,  with  Howard  leaving  on 
his  travels  west  for  extended  periods  of  time. 

Winslow  J.  Howard  can  be  found  listed  in  the  1865  and 
1866  Naturalist’  Directories  published  by  the  Essex  Insti- 
tute from  this  time  period  at  345  Grand  Street,  New  York, 
N.Y. 

Before  the  year  of  1 866  closed  out.  Winslow  was  back  in 
Colorado  on  his  way  to  Helena,  Montana,  the  site  of  Last 
Chance  Gulch  and  the  1 864  Gold  Rush. 

On  October  15th,  the  Rocky  Mountain  News  noted: 

W.J.  Howard,  formerly  of  Colorado,  where  he  is  well 
known  as  a jeweler,  and  collector  of  botanical,  mineral 
and  entomological  specimens,  called  on  us  to-day.  He  ar- 
rived from  the  east  by  the  last  coach,  and  goes  to  Montana 
to-morrow. 

At  the  end  of  November  1 866,  Winslow  ran  advertise- 
ments in  the  Helena  Herald.  He  ceased  advertising  his 
services  in  July  of  1 867  to  go  home  and  welcome  the  first 
of  his  two  daughters,  Amy  S.  Howard." 

On  December  24th,  1868,  the  Helena  Gazette  published 
an  article  Winslow  wrote  on  Montana  Gemstones.  This 
would  not  be  the  last  time  he  published  such  a piece. 

The  year  of  1869  found  Winslow  J.  Howard  in  the  silver 
boom  town  of  Hamilton,  Nevada.  The  White  Pine  News 
on  March  13th,  1869,  carried  the  following  note  from  the 
editor: 

Jewelry,  Clocks,  Etc.  - Look  at  W.J.  Howard’s  advertise- 
ment to  find  where  to  buy  watches,  clocks,  and  bijouterie 
of  every  description.  He  is  an  old  manufacturer  of  jewelry, 
and  those  who  wish  to  preserve  memories  of  their  discov- 
eries will  do  well  to  call  on  him  with  their,  gold,  silver, 
and  precious  stones. 

Winslow  continued  on  in  the  assaycr’s  tradition,  always 
hoping  to  gel  in  on  a piece  of  the  action.  On  June  6th, 
1869,  the  Inland  Empire  stated: 

Good  Ore.  - We  saw  yesterday,  at  the  jewelry  store  of  Mr. 
Howard,  some  ore  from  a new  mine  just  discovered  on 
Treasure  Hill,  which  will  compare  favorably  with  that  of 
Chloride  Flat  or  the  Eberhardt.  One  piece  Mr.  I loward  had 
pul  to  a blow  pipe  test,  and  it  was  almost  a solid  mass  of 
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silver.  The  discoverer  is  a new  comer  into  the  country,  but 
he  seems  to  have  been  born  with  a diamond  in  his  mouth. 

In  July,  his  store  was  robbed  of  a small  gold  bar.  As  far  as 
the  author  is  aware  of,  there  are  currently  no  known  sur- 
viving gold  bars  with  W.J.  Howard’s  stamp  on  them.  A bar 
such  as  the  piece  described  in  the  following  news  passage 
would  be  a prized  possession  to  any  collector  of  Western 
Americana.  The  Inland  Empire  on  July  27th,  1869,  pro- 
vided the  details  of  the  theft: 

Brick  Stolen  - A beautiful  specimen  brick,  worth  about 
$15,  was  yesterday  stolen  from  Howard's  jewelry  store, 
on  Main  Street,  in  this  city,  during  the  temporary  absence 
of  the  proprietor  from  the  establishment.  Mr.  H.  locked  up 
his  store  when  going  out,  and  the  disposition  of  the  brick 
is  therefore  shrouded  in  mystery.12 

Howard  left  Hamilton,  Nevada  just  a few  days  later.  Per- 
haps the  robbery  in  his  shop  was  the  tipping  point  for  his 
exodus  from  Nevada,  or  like  so  many  times  before  he 
simply  decided  to  move  on. 

The  Inland  Empire  on  August  3rd,  1869,  contained  his 
name  on  a stagecoach  departure  list.  The  following  day 
the  newspaper  ran  a fair  well  notice: 

Personal  - Among  those  who  have  been  engaged  in  busi- 
ness in  White  Pine  and  departed  is  W.J.  Howard,  manu- 
facturing jeweler  and  practical  watchmaker.  Mr.  Howard 
is  also  a fine  geologist,  metallurgist  and  assayer.  We  are 
sorry  to  part  with  Mr.  Howard,  who  has  left  for  San  Fran- 
cisco and  may  go  to  Visalia;  but  wish  him  good  success 
wherever  his  fine  acquirements  and  esthetic  tastes  may 
lead. 

Winslow  apparently  returned  back  East  to  be  with  his 
wife  and  young  daughter.  The  1870  Census  recorded  his 
residence  as  being  Chelsea,  Suffolk  County,  MA.  He  was 
probably  working  for  William  Bond  & Son  of  Boston. 

In  December  of  1870,  his  second  daughter  Lorena  was 
born.  She  would  become  a stage  actress  who  went  by  the 
named  of  Rena  Howard. 


Notes: 

1.  U.S.  Census  data  and  Voter’s  Registers. 

2.  He  was  listed  in  Trow's  New  York  City  Directory  For 
1 853- 1 854  as  a jeweler  at  247  Eighth  Avenue. 

3.  Cary  2010  p.  1 

4.  Western  Mountaineer  August  30,  I860 

5.  Rocky  Mountain  News  February  1,  1861 


6.  Rocky  Mountain  News  November  23,  1861.  Bacu- 
lites  arc  extinct  ccphalopods  or  squid  like  creatures  with 
a straight  hard  shell.  Howard  also  collected  Ammonites 
which  have  coiled  shells. 

7.  Rocky  Mountain  News  June  2,  1862 

8.  Tri-Weekly  Miner's  Register  April  16,  1863 

9.  Daily  Mining  Register  May  4,  1864 

1 0.  Rocky  Mountain  News  August  23,  1 865-  List  of  Colo- 
radians  registered  at  Butterfield's  Overland  Dispatch  Co., 
NYC  for  the  week  ending  Aug.  5th.  W.J.  Howard  Central 
City 

1 1.  Cary  2010  p.  2 

12.  I can't  be  sure  that  the  newspaper  had  the  size  of  this 
bar  correct.  It  seems  small  for  a gold  bar  from  this  time 
period.  In  this  case,  it  could  have  been  a small  jewelers 
type  piece  or  perhaps  was  obtained  from  a small  deposit 
or  rich  gold  ore. 

This  article  will  be  continued  in  the 
premier  issue  of  the  Brasher  Bulletin 
E-Newsletter! 
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S.P.P.N  Member  Meeting 

Saturday,  August  20,  201 1 1 1AM 

at  the 

A.N.A.  World’s  Fair  of  Money 

Donald  E.  Stephens  Convention  Center,  Room  4 

Chicago,  IL 

Featuring:  A Talk  from  Karl  Moulton 

on  his  upcoming  book: 

“John  J.  Ford,  Jr.  and  the  ‘Franklin  Hoard’” 

Karl  Moulton  has  spent  over  twenty  years  researching  John  J.  Ford, 
Jr.,  one  of  numismatics’  most  brilliant  and  controversial  personalities. 
Thorough  reading  of  over  200  personal  letters,  among  other  documents, 
allowed  Moulton  to  compile  a record  of  Ford’s  numismatic  activities. 
In  particular,  Ford’s  association  with  Paul  Franklin,  Sr.  is  examined,  as 
Moulton  explores  the  “Franklin  Hoard”  controversy,  in  which  the  legiti- 
macy of  an  1853  $20  U.S.  Assay  Office  “proof”  gold  coin  is  questioned. 

Also. . . 

The  Pioneer  Gold  Forum  will  be  vetting  Pioneer  Gold  Ingots. 
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THE  JOSEPH  C.  MITCHELSON  COLLECTION 


OF  PIONEER  GOLD  AND  PATTERNS 


By  Don  Kagin 

One  of  the  largest  and  most  comprehensive  numismatic 
collections  in  the  United  States  is  also  probably  the 
least  known.  It  is  the  Joseph  C.  Mitchelson  collection  of 
approximately  6,500  U.S.  and  foreign  coins,  currency,  medals, 
tokens  and  books,  which  was  donated  and  transferred  in  its 
entirety  to  the  Connecticut  State  Library  in  December  of  191 1 . 

The  collection  contains  approximately  seventy  pioneer  gold  coins 
and  patterns,  but  only  about  half  had  ever  been  photographed. 
Furthermore,  descriptions  created  by  the  CSL  museum  are  brief 
and  in  some  cases  misleading. 


the  collection.  Unfortunately  there  was  little  in  the  way  of  invoices 
to  assist  us  in  determining  pedigrees. 

Today,  we  can  only  speculate  where  Mr.  Mitchelson  obtained 
his  numismatic  material.  One  clue  might  be  those  coin  dealers 
who  were  in  attendance  at  his  funeral  in  September  1911.  They 
included  Tomas  L.  Elder,  Wayte  Raymond,  Edgar  H.  Adams,  T. 
Louis  Comparette  (curator  of  the  U.S.  Mint  collection),  and  Albert 
R.  Frey.  Other  sources  surely  included  Lyman  Low,  Thomas 
Elder,  the  Chapman  brothers  and  B.G.  Johnson  (St.  Louis  Stamp 
and  Coin  Company). 


So  when  I decided  it  was  time 
to  publish  a second  edition, 

1 knew  it  was  necessary  to 
physically  see  this  collection. 

The  week  before  Christmas 
2010,  I flew  to  New  York,  and 
the  next  day  boarded  a train 
to  Hartford  and  the  museum. 

My  friend  and  colleague 
Andy  Lustig  met  me  at  the 
station  and  we  drove  to  the 
Connecticut  State  Library. 

Dean  Nelson,  administrator  of 
the  museum  for  23  years,  met 
us  and  spent  most  of  the  day 
with  us  retrieving  coins  (all 
the  pioneer  gold  and  patterns 
and  a handful  of  U.S.  patterns 
including  the  semi  unique  $5 
1878  J- 1 577  and  $10  J-1581 
in  gold)  from  a vault  we  never 
saw.  With  the  help  of  other 
exceptionally  helpful  staff 
members,  we  were  also  able 
to  review  boxes  of  documents 
associated  with  the  donation  of  Connecticut  State  Library 


When  1 first  was  researching  the  various  collections  of  pioneer 
gold  coins  for  my  doctoral  dissertation  (which  later  became  the 
reference  work.  Private  Gold  Coins  and  Patterns  Of  The  United 
States)  over  thirty  years  ago,  1 was  able  to  obtain  a few  black  and 
white  photographs  of  the  six  unique  uniface  lead  U.S.  Assay  Office 
and  Moffat  & Company  specimens  contained  in  the  collection.  1 
realized  then  that  there  was  some  confusion  as  to  which  photographs 
went  with  w'hich  coins.  Later  on  1 also  realized  that  the  1912 
Edgar  Adams  reference.  Private  Gold  Coinage  of  California  1 849- 
55  contained  some  confusing  inconsistencies,  as  did  an  earlier 
article  by  Adams  in  the  May 
1909  The  Numismatist. 


A very  small  part  of  the  collection — less  than  a hundred  coins — 
are  on  display.  Among  them  are  an  AU  1794  dollar,  a 1796  No 
Star  $2  Vi  and  a lovely  Ultra  High  Relief  1 907  $20.  Although  some 
duplicates  were  sold  several  years  ago  by  Heritage,  we  were  told 
that  none  of  them  were  from  the  Mitchelson  original  collection. 
As  part  of  the  transference  agreement,  the  Connecticut  State 
Library  was  required  to  continue  to  purchase  the  latest  U.S.  issues 
for  each  following  year.  Most,  if  not  all  the  coins  sold,  w'ere  from 
these  latter  acquisitions. 
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The  Enigmatic  Pioneer  Lead  Trial  Pieces 


By  examining  the  six  pioneer  lead  trial  pieces,  we  were  able  to 
solve  some  of  the  questions  we  had  concerning  them.  First,  Edgar 
Adams,  writing  in  the  May  1909  The  Numismatist,  labeled  all  the 
pieces  as  being  from  the  U.S.  Assay  Office  dies  of  1853,  evidently 
failing  to  recognize  that  two 
of  them  were  Moffat  & 

Company  pieces.  Then  very 
soon  after  the  transference  of 
the  collection  to  the  library 
in  1912,  although  correctly 
identifying  the  Moffat 
pieces,  Adams  mislabeled 
one  of  the  U.S.  Assay  Office 
pieces  in  his  seminal  book 
Private  Gold  Coinage  of 
California  1849-55.  His  coin 
specimen  #86  is  obviously  a 
Reverse  impression,  not  an 
Obverse.  More  importantly, 
while  he  correctly  labeled 
each  of  the  lead  patterns 
as  unique,  lead,  and  with 
a blank  reverse,  he  failed 
to  mention  that  they  were 
all  struck  on  irregular  eight 
sided  planchets  --  although 
he  had  mentioned  this  in  his 
1909  article!  What  has  also 
complicated  matters  is  that 
the  pictures  for  all  of  them 
in  the  Adams  reference  (#84, 

#85,  #86,  #87,  #89,  and  # 90) 
are  round  with  no  indication 
that  the  irregular  planchets 
were  cropped  out. 


Additionally,  a carefully  read 
paragraph  lists  a “pattern” 
(#88)  which  does  not  exist 
as  a coin,  but  is  only  an 
“engravings  ([sic j as  there 
is  only  one)  being  made 
from  plaster  casts  taken 
from  the  original  dies.”  This 
“engraving”,  nor  the  plaster 
casts  or  dies,  although 
attributed  by  Adams  as 
being  at  the  CSL,  could  not 
be  found  when  1 was  there. 


Of  the  six  lead  pieces, 
four  are  U.S.  Assay  Office 
specimens  and  two  are 
Moffat  & Company  pieces. 
Adams  speculated  that  the 
Moffat  & Co.  lead  pieces 


From  top:  1853  Moffatt  $20;  #86-1853  Humbert  $10; 

#90-1849  Moffatt  $5;  #89-1849  Moffatt  $10 


were  made  at  the  same  time  as  the  lead  1853  $20  because 
of  “the  similarity  of  design”.  The  Moffat  1853  $20  gold  coin 
was  made  while  Moffat  was  under  contract  with  the  U.S.  Assay 
Office.  Moffat  (and  his  successors)  was  allowed  in  that  contract 

to  issue  private  specimens 
under  his  name  during 
extraordinary  circumstances. 
This  occurred  in  January 
1 852,  prior  to  the  U.S.  Assay 
Office  getting  permission  to 
issue  denominations  of  less 
than  $50s,  and  again  in  July, 
1853  when  the  Assay  Office 
was  forced  to  postpone 
production  while  they 
acquired  a sufficient  amount 
of  parting  acids  and  alloy. 
But  these  two  lead  Moffat 
& Co.  patterns  and  the 
engraving  in  Adam’s  book 
(#90,  #89,  and  #88)  look 
nothing  like  the  1853  Moffat 
issue.  Instead  they  are  very 
similar  to  the  Moffat  & Co. 
1849-50  designs.  In  fact, 
they  could  all  be  impressions 
from  a rejected  die,  possibly 
made  by  Albrecht  Kuner,  just 
before  he  engraved  the  dies 
that  were  used  for  the  1 849 
gold  coins. 


Since  the  fabric  and  surfaces 
of  all  the  six  octagonal  lead 
planchets  appear  to  be  very 
similar  to  each  other,  we  can 
assume  they  were  made  at 
the  same  time  and  probably 
by  the  same  person.  Our 
guess  would  be  that  coin 
dealer  Steven  Nagy  obtained 
all  these  dies  around  1905- 
10  and  had  them  struck  for 
collectors,  as  he  did  with 
several  other  pioneer  dies. 


Surely,  more  research  is 
warranted,  but  these  new 
revelations  bring  us  closer  to 
solving  another  mystery  in 
the  field  of  pioneer  gold. 
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I1D# 

Date 

Denom 

Description 

K# 

|Grade 

PIONEER 

Templeton  Reid 

12330 

1830 

$2.50 

3.93  grams,  (Georgia) 

K-l 

AU-50 

C.  Bechtler 

12329 

ND 

$1 

30  carats,  1.92  grams,  partial  collar 

K-l 

AU-Details 

12334 

ND 

$1 

28  carats,  N reversed,  1.77  grams 

K-4 

XF-40 

12332 

ND 

$5 

140  grains,  20  carats,  8.97  grams 

K-17 

AU-50 

12328 

ND 

$5 

134  grains,  21  carats,  8.61  grams,  cleaned 

K-20 

UNC-Details 

12327 

ND 

$5 

128  grains,  22  carats,  8.25  grams,  harshly  cleaned 

K-23 

AU-Details 

12335 

ND 

$2.50 

64  grains,  uneven  22,  4.06  grams 

K-ll 

? 

A.  Bechtler 

12326 

ND 

$5 

134  grains,  21  carats,  8.58  grams,  surface  damage 

K-27 

VF-Details 

12324 

ND 

$5 

128  grains,  22  carats,  8.30  grams 

K-28 

XF-40 

12325 

ND 

$5 

141  grains,  20  carats,  9.16  grams 

K-29 

AU-50 

Norris,  Gregg  & Norris 

8840 

1849 

$5 

8.47  grams,  R.E.  with  period 

K-4 

AU-58 

Moffat  & Co. 

8838 

(1849) 

$16 

Ingot,  27.94  grams 

K-3 

AU-50 

8826 

1849 

$5 

8.46  grams 

K-4 

XF-45 

8828 

1849 

$10 

16.66  grams 

K-5 

XF-40 

8827 

1850 

$5 

8.63  grams 

K-7 

AU-50 

8829 

1852 

$10 

16.96  grams,  deep  scratches 

K-8 

XF-45 

8830 

1853 

$20 

33.38  grams,  bent 

K-19 

AU-55 

A.  Humbert 

8445 

1851 

$50 

LE,  .880,  obv.  11  rev.  12,  85.47  grams,  Edge:  No  C 

in  California 

K-2 

AU-58 

8444 

1851 

$50 

LE,  .887,  obv.  12  rev.  11,  84.90  grams 

K-4 

AU-55 

8443 

1851 

$50 

RE,  .880,  85.42  grams 

K-5 

AU-53 

8442 

1852 

$50 

84.63  grams 

K-ll 

VF-30 

8441 

1852 

$10 

.884,  16.85  grams 

K-15 

VF-20 

United  States  Assay  Office 

8837 

1852 

$10 

.884,  16.93  grams,  with  edge  damage  and  rim  filing  @ 

K-10 

AU-55 

8840 

1852 

$50 

8:30 

84.72  grams 

K-13 

AU-50 

8839 

1852 

$50 

.900,  83.45  grams 

K-14 

XF-45 

8836 

1853 

$10 

16.57  grams,  scratched  and  cleaned 

K-16 

Net  20 

8834 

1853 

$20 

.884,  33.92  grams 

K-17 

AU-50 

8835 

1853 

$20 

.900,  33.42  grams 

K-18 

AU-58 

Baldwin  & Co. 

8437 

1850 

$5 

8.28  grams  reverse  die  cud  @ 9:00 

K-5 

AU-58 

Wass,  Molitor  & Co. 

8831 

1852 

$5 

8.46  grams 

K-2 

VF-30 

8832 

1852 

$10 

17.05  grams 

K-4 

AU-50 

8833 

1855 

$10 

16.44  grams 

K-6 

VF-25 

8841 

1855 

$50 

83.44  grams,  tooled  reverse 

K-9 

AU-50 
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Kellogg  & Co. 

8438 

1854 

$20 

33.39  grams,  rim  bump 

K-2 

AU-50 

8439 

1855 

$20 

33.28  grams 

K-3b 

XF-40 

Oregon  Exchange  Co. 

12333 

1849 

$5 

8.44  grams,  95%  full  fur 

K-l 

AU-58 

12331 

1849 

$10 

16.35  grams,  once  mounted 

K-2 

XF  Detailsails 

Mormon 

8821 

1849 

$2.50 

3.56  grams,  but  struck  through 

K-l 

AU-50 

8823 

1849 

$5 

7.20  grams 

K-2 

AU-50 

8825 

1849 

$20 

28.34  grams,  large  vertical  gash  obv.  Between  S & T @ 

K-4 

Net  XF-40 

7:00 

8822 

1850 

$5 

7.46  grams 

K-5 

XF-45 

8824 

1860 

$5 

7.45  grams 

K-6 

AU-53 

Clark,  Gruber  & Co. 

8820 

1860 

$2.5 

4.53  grams 

K-l 

AU-50 

8819 

1860 

$5 

9.10  grams,  cleaned 

K-2 

AU-Details 

8814 

1860 

$10 

17.77  grams,  nicks 

K-3 

XF-45 

8818 

1860 

$20 

36.45  grams,  rim  file  @ 11:00 

K-4 

AU-Details 

8816 

1861 

$2.5 

4.81  grams,  test  cut 

K-5 

AU-Details 

8817 

1861 

$5 

9.66  grams 

K-6 

AU-50 

8815 

1861 

$10 

19.65  grams 

K-7 

AU-50 

PIONEER  PATTERNS 


A.  Humbert 


11558 

1853 

$5 

uniface  obverse  striking  from  unused  die,  struck  on  an 
irregular  octagonal  planchet  in  lead,  no  fineness 

K-9  (Adams  87) 

AU 

11556 

1853 

$10 

uniface  obverse  striking  from  unused  die,  struck  on  an 
irregular  octagonal  planchet  in  lead,  no  fineness 

K-10  (Adams  85) 

AU 

11557 

1853 

$10 

uniface  reverse  striking  from  regular  K-15  die  on  irregular 
octagonal  lead  planchet 

K-lOa  (Adams  86) 

AU 

11555 

1853 

$20 

uniface  reverse  stricking  from  regular  K-17  die  on  irregular  K-lla  (Adams  84) 

MS-60 

octagonal  lead  planchet 

1852 

$50 

brass 

K-16  (Adams  83) 

1852 

$50 

brass,  larger  thicker  planchet  than  above 

K-16  (Adams  83) 

Massachusetts  & California  Co. 

731 

1849 

$5 

silver,  many  scratches  between  wreath  @ 12:00 

K-la  (Adams  59) 

VF 
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Moffat  & Co. 

11559 

(1849) 

o 

H 

</V 

uniface  reverse  striking  in  lead  on  irregular  octagonal 
planchet,  repaired  planchet 

K-2  (Adams  89) 

MS- 60 

11550 

(1849) 

$5 

uniface  reverse  striking  in  lead  from  rejected  die,  lead 

K-3  (Adams  90) 

MS-60 

Pacific  Company 

3719 

1849 

$2.50 

K-2 

VF-35 

San  Francisco  State  of  California 

12340 

1851 

$2.50 

silver 

K-l  (Adams  79) 

MS-60+ 

12339 

1851 

$2.50 

copper 

K-la  (Adams  79) 

MS-63BN 

11553 

1850 

$5 

silver 

K-2  (Adams  78) 

MS-60+ 

11554 

1851 

$5 

copper 

K-2a  (Adams  78) 

MS-64BN 

11552 

1851 

$10 

copper 

K-3a  (Adams  77) 

MS-63RB 

11551 

1851 

$10 

copper 

K-4a  (Adams  76) 

MS-63BN 

Clark,  Gruber  & Co. 

11560 

1880 

$10 

copper 

K-3 

MS-63 

733 

1860 

$20 

copper 

K-4a 

MS-60+ 

734 

1860 

$20 

gilt 

K-4a(l) 

MS-60 

732 

1860 

$20 

silver 

K-4? 

11561 

186? 

$2.50 

copper 
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A LETTER  FROM  THE 

CALIFORNIA  MINES 

The  California  Gold  Rush  as  described  by  the  miners 

by  Charlie  Black,  S.P.P.N.  Life  Member 

While  the  discovery  of  gold  near  Coloma,  California  in  early  1 848  presented  an  opportunity  for  starting  a “new” 
life  in  the  West  with  a chance  to  become  wealthy,  there  were  plenty  of  obstacles  in  the  way  of  achieving  true 
happiness,  much  less  wealth.  Many  men  who  had  not  even  ventured  outside  their  home  state  joined  both  friends 
and  total  strangers  for  the  long  trek  to  California  with  a true  sense  of  adventure. 

Fortunately  for  us,  many  of  the  letters  that  the  men,  who  migrated  from  the  eastern  United  States  to  far-away 
California,  penned  from  the  California  mines  to  their  loved  ones  and  friends  “in  the  States”  were  saved  by  the 
families.  Those  letters  often  contained  comments  from  the  authors  complaining  of  loneliness,  the  high  costs  of 
mining,  the  overall  danger  and  difficulty  of  mining,  and  their  planned  return  to  their  homes  in  the  States,  etc. 


Foresthill,  California 

I he  attached  letter  dated  Easter  Sunday,  March  23,  1 856,  is  from  Matthew  Maus  to  his  brother  David  D.  Maus, 
Esquire,  who  lived  in  Danville,  Pennsylvania.  In  the  letter,  Matthew  congratulates  his  brother  on  his  recent 
engagement  and  asks  his  brother  to  notify  him  of  the  planned  date  of  the  wedding.  However,  at  the  same  time 
Matthew  warns  his  brother  that  he  may  not  be  able  to  attend  the  wedding,  while  lamenting  the  current  drought 
in  the  Forest  Hill,  California  area  that  has  wreaked  havoc  on  hard  rock  mining  for  gold.  It  is  obvious  that  Mat- 
thew has  been  unsuccessful  in  gold  mining  thus  far  and  likely  had  no  financial  means  to  make  the  trip  back  to 
Pennsylvania  during  1856. 

I sincerely  hope  that  you  enjoy  the  reading  of  my  translated  letter,  which  I acquired  recently,  as  much  as  I 
enjoyed  completing  the  translation. 
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Forest  Hill  Easter  Sundy  March  23th 
1856 

D D Maus  Esq 


Dear  Brother  I received  yous 
by  last  mail  and  am  glad  that  you 
are  all  well  and  that  you  are  engaged 
to  be  marrid  for  it  is  time  you 
mary  if  u ever  intend  and  I would 
be  glad  to  be  there  to  the  weding 
you  must  let  me  no  wen  it  is  to 
com  off  I wish  I was  ready  to 
com  home  for  I am  tired  a living 
a bachlers  life  here  in  the  mountains 
I am  a fraid  that  I shall  have  to 
reman  here  two  years  yet  it 
will  take  six  month  yet  before 
I can  get  my  tunel  in  the  Rock 
is  so  hard  that  it  is  costing  sixty 
dollar  per  foot  to  drive  it  and  it 
takes  so  long)  We  have  a great 
Drouth  here  no  rain  this  winter 
only  a little  snow  no  watter  to 
wash  out  gold  and  no  rain  for 
the  cropes  every  thing  will  be  bert 
up  with  the  sun  if  we  doe  not 
get  rain  soon  but  it  is  so  late 
in  the  season  that  we  cannot 
expect  any  rain  for  7 or  8 month 
that  next  winter 


times  is  hard 

no  mony  no  water  to  wash 
out  gold  but  it  will  be 
good  for  the  River  digins 
but  we  will  not  be  abel  to 
to  get  in  be  next  august 
for  the  snow  melting  in  the 
Sirrenaveda  mountains  as  it  is 
alwayes  coverd  with  snow,  never 
getes  bare 

I am  well  and  I hope  this 
few  lines  will  find  you 
all  the  same  wrte  per 
next  mail 

Take  this  pictur  and  frame 
it  as  it  is  a true??  sketch  of 
the  chanse  fight  that  took 
place  here  and  the  way  we?? 
have  to  travel  in  the  winter?? 
and  also  of  the  indians  and 
mens??  prospecting  in  the 
mountains 

Your  Brother 
Matthew  Maus 
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Auction  Highlights 


Date 

Auction 

Lot 

Description 

Service/Grade 

Prices 

Realized 

07/11 

Orlando  Sig. 

5298 

1860  Mormon  $5  K-6,  R-5+ 

PCGS  AU50 

$80,500 

06/11 

Long  Beach  Sig. 

5248 

1861  Clark,  Gruber  $20 
Copper  Die  Trial,  K-12c,  R-6  Gilt 

NGC  MS61 

$12,650 

06/11 

Long  Beach  Sig. 

5255 

1855  Wass  Molitor  $20  K-7,  R-5+ 

NGC  AU 

$12,075 

06/11 

Long  Beach  Sig. 

5256 

1855  Wass  Molitor  $50  K-9,  R-5 

NGC AU50 

$48,875 

06/11 

Long  Beach  Sig. 

5278 

1875  Indian  Round  50C,  BG-1056,  R-4+ 

NGC  MS67 

$10,350 

05/11 

Rosemont  CSNS  Sig. 

12858 

1872  Indian  Octagonal  25C,  BG-791,  R-3 

NGC  MS65 

$632.50 

04/11 

Rosemont  CSNS  Sig. 

5555 

1851  Humbert  $50 

Reeded  Edge,  887  Thous.,  K-6,  R-4 

PCGS  AU55 

$66,125 

04/11 

Rosemont  CSNS  Sig. 

5559 

1855  Wass  Molitor  $50  K-9,  R-5 

PCGS  VF30 

$51,750 

03/11 

Sacramento  Sig.  ANA 

5110 

1852  Assay  Office  $50 
887  Thous.,  K-13,  R-5- 

PCGS  AU50 

$43,125 

03/11 

Sacramento  Sig.  ANA 

5114 

1849  Mormon  $5  K-2,  R-5 

PCGS  XF40 

$19,500 

03/11 

Sacramento  Sig.  ANA 

5115 

1850  Mormon  $5  K-5,  R-5+ 

NGC AU55 

$36,800 

1 860's  Berry  Silver  Ingot 

Price  Realized  $24,000 
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Date 

Auction 

Lot 

Description 

Service 

Prices 

Realized 

06/11 

Baltimore  Auction 

9143 

Undated  August  Bechtler  $1 
K-25,  R-8  Reeded  Edge 

PCGS  AU55 

$18,400 

06/11 

Baltimore  Auction 

9145 

1851  Augustus  Humbert  $50 
Lettered  Edge  K-2,  R-5 

NGC AU55 

$63,250 

06/11 

Baltimore  Auction 

9146 

1851  Augustus  Humbert  $50 
Lettered  Edge  K-4,  R-5+ 

AU53 

$69,000 

06/11 

Baltimore  Auction 

9147 

1851  Augustus  Humbert  $50 
Reeded  Edge  K-5,  R-5- 

PCGS  AU55 

$57,500 

03/11 

Baltimore  Auction 

7264 

1849  Mormon  $5  K-2,  R-5 

PCGS  EF45 

$20,700 

Date 

Auction 

Lot 

Description 

Service 

Prices 

Realized 

07/11 

Mining,  Minerals 
and  Mayhem 

3030 

Carson  City,  NC  Mint  Bullion  Punch 

$10,000 

06/11 

Mining,  Minerals 
and  Mayhem 

512 

San  Francisco,  CA 

William  Sharon  Dinner  Plate  Ingot 

$21,000 

06/11 

Mining,  Minerals 
and  Mayhem 

823 

1872-1873  Blake  Silver  City  Ingot 

$28,000 

06/11 

Mining,  Minerals 
and  Mayhem 

894 

1860s  Berry  Silver  Ingot 

$24,000 

06/11 

Mining,  Minerals 
and  Mayhem 

1469 

1868  & 1876  Ophir  and  Savage  Silver  Ingots 

$22,000 

03/11 

The  Golden  West 

2366 

1847  Polhemus,  J.L.  Counter  Marked  50C 

$10,000 
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Book  Review 
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JOHN  J.  FORD,  JR.  AND  THE  "FRANKLIN  HOARD" 


by  Don  Kagin 


Karl  Moulton  has  spent  an  incredible  amount  of  time  and 
energy  (over  20  years)  in  attempting  to  relate  a thorough 
historical  account  of  one  of  numismatics’  most  brilliant, 
irascible,  intriguing,  and  controversial  personalities.  John 
J.  Ford  had  one  of  those  “larger  than  life”  personalities  that 
dominated  virtually  any  conversation—  be  it  numismatics  or 
otherwise.  Clearly  one  of  the  great  numismatic  scholars  of 
our  time,  Ford’s  legacy  will  nevertheless  be  always  tainted 
because  of  his  association  with  numerous  fraudulent  coins, 
especially  those  related  to  the  field  of  pioneer  gold. 

Many  of  these  pieces  have  long  been  considered 
“controversial”  since  the  1 950s,  with  most  all  of  them  being 
procured  from  Paul  Gerow  Franklin,  Sr.  One  of  the  types — 
the  1853  $20  U.S.  Assay  Office  “proof’  gold  coins — was 
the  subject  of  probably  the  most  celebrated  arbitrations 
ever  conducted  by  the  Professional  Numismatic  Guild. 

In  1967-68.  the  so-called  “Franklin  Hoard”  controversy 
(otherwise  known  as  the  Newman  v.  Ford  “trial”)  convened 
to  determine  whether  the  coin  in  question  was  a forgery 
or  not.  But  the  PNG  reached  an  inconclusive  decision, 
with  the  arbitrators  only  stating  that  the  coin  was  not  a 
proof.  Much  of  Moulton’s  book  is  devoted  to  this  affair, 
concluding  with  the  definitive  conclusion  determined  by 
the  Pioneer  Gold  Forum  in  2009. 

Another  debate  about  “false  Western  Assay  Bars”  that  was 
conducted  by  the  American  Numismatic  Association  at  its 
100th  anniversary  convention  in  1991  pitted  Eric  Newman 
surrogate  Dr.  John  Kleeberg  against  Ford’s  advocate, 

Michael  Hodder.  As  with  the  PNG  arbitration,  no  definitive  conclusion 
was  reached. 


John  J.  Ford,  Jr. 
Photo  Courtesy  of  ANA 


Clearly,  Karl  Moulton  has  pored  through  numerous  documents — including  almost  200  personal  letters  that  were  recently 
acquired  from  the  Ford  estate — to  give  the  reader  a comprehensive  accounting  of  Ford’s  numismatic  adventures. 
Particular  attention  is  given  to  Ford’s  relationship  and  business  dealing  with  Paul  Franklin,  Sr.  This  book  is  neither  a 
total  indictment  of  Ford  nor  an  apologia;  but,  with  the  assistance  of  other  Western  and  pioneer  gold  scholars,  it  presents 
a fairly  well-balanced  chronicle  of  this  story.  Interviews  with  Paul  Franklin,  Jr.  and  assistance  from  Q.  David  Bowers, 
Fred  Holabird,  David  McCarthy,  and  Donald  Kagin,  undoubtedly  lend  much  credibility  to  Moulton’s  work. 

Besides  a yearly  rendition  of  Ford’s  numismatic  history,  Moulton  provides  a complete  photographic  listing  of  all 
known  pieces  that  Ford  handled  through  his  association  with  Franklin. 

This  book  is  a fascinating  account  and  contains  many  new  facts  and  details  about  one  of  the  numismatic  industry’s 
giants  and  about  what  is  considered  one  of  the  most  controversial  pioneer  gold  issues,  if  not  in  all  numismatics. 

I consider  it  a “must  read”  for  any  SPPN  member. 
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World  Class  Americana  ~ Record  Breaking  Prices 

* Ingots  * Gold  * Saloon  Tokens  * Coins  * Medals  * Native  American  Artifacts  * 

* Photographs  * Post  Cards  * Stock  Certificates  * Historical  Documents  * Bottles  * 
* Rare  Books  & Publications*  Gold  Rush  * Western  Ephemera  * Nevadiana  * 


r Coming  Fall  & Winter  2011 

Disney  Collection 
Photograph  Collections 
Arizona  & New  Mexico  Tokens  & Ephemera 
Gottschalk  Mineral  Specimen  Collection 
Dairy  Token  Collection 
Western  Mining  Stock  Collection 
Nevada  Stock  Certificates 
Comstock  Collection 
Saloon  Tokens  & Ephemera 
■ Token  Reference  L i brary  llL^ 

California  Counters 
Western  Tokens 
Books 

/Ijl  Mining  Li  brary 

Sharon  Archive 

■Wr  Indian  Trader  Tokens  « 


r*  Exact  Sale  Dates  to  be  announced 
Call  to  be  added  to  our  mailing  list! 
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There  are  Brashers,  & there  is 
Your  important  Collection 


Heritage  Auctions  has  sold  three  Brasher  Doubloons, 
as  well  as  these  six  EB  counterstamped  rarities  from  the 
Edward  Roehrs  Collection  of  U.S.  Regulated  Gold. 


England.  George  II  Guinea 
1749  EB  for  Ephraim  Brasher  in  oval  cartouche. 
Script  IB  monogram  for  John  Burger 
VF.  Clipped.  Plugged  by  Ephraim  Brasher 
Realized:  $ 46,000 
HA.com/30W21343 


Portugal.  Joao  V 6400  Reis 
1 739.  Lisbon  mint 
EB  mark  for  Ephraim  Brasher 
F&G  mark  for  Lewis  Fueter  and  G 
XF.  Clipped  and  re-edged 
Realized:  $34,500 
HA.com/301 0'2 1 340 


Brazil,  lose  1 6400  Reis 
1 758- R.  Rio  mint 

EB  mark  in  oval  for  Ephraim  Brasher 
F&G  mark  in  oval  for  Lewis  Fueter  and  G 
XF.  Raised  plug  visible  on  reverse. 
Realized  $34,500 
HA. com/3010'21335 


Portugal,  loao  V 800  Reis  ( fractional  loe) 

1 749.  Lisbon  mint 
EB  mark  for  Ephraim  Brasher 
Clipped.  Marked  EB  in  oval  for  Ephraim  Brasher 
Realized:  $29,900 
HA.com/ 3010*21341 


Chile.  Carlos  111  8 Escudos 
1775  DA.  Santiago  mint 
EB  in  oval  for  Ephraim  Brasher  in  oval 
VF.  Clipped 
Realized:  $ 80,500 
HA.com/30W2l344 


France.  Louis  XV  Louis  dor  aux  lunettes 
1735-R.  Orleans  mint 
EB  mark  in  oval  for  Ephraim  Brasher 
VF,  holed  and  plugged 
Realized:  $17,250 
HA. com/3010'2 1342 


We  invite  you  to  consign  your  important  collection, 
to  one  of  our  upcoming  Signature®  Auctions. 
800-872-6467  Ext.  1000  for  Coins  or  Ext.  1001  for  Currency 

HERITAGE^ 

AUCTIONS 

Annual  Sales  Exceed  $700  Million  | 600,000+  Online  Bidder-Members 


Slew  Ivy 
|im  Hdlpcrin 

(licy  Kolian 

I n'  FitW 

Warren  linker 
IihM  Imhol 
Mnh.n  l Moline 


OH- 

PNG 


3500  MAPLE  AVE  | DALLAS,  TEXAS  75219  | 800-872-6467  | HA.COM 

DALLAS  | NEW  YORK  | BEVERLY  HILLS  | SAN  FRANCISCO  | PARIS  | GENEVA 

Free  catalog  and  The  Collector's  Handbook  ($65  value)  for  new  clients. 

Please  submit  auction  invoices  of  $1000+  in  this  category,  from  any  source.  Include  your  contact  infor- 
mation and  mail  to  Heritage,  fax  214-409-1425,  email  CatalogOrders@HA.com,  or  call  866-835-3243. 

For  more  details,  go  to  HA.com/FCO. 


